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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20554

2 4.MAR 1993

Honorabie Patrick J. Leahy
'United 'States Senate
Washi~gton, D.C;' 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:

=POUCY & PLANNiNG
BRAIm(Elm~IGINAL

IN'flEP.L.Y REFER TO: :

RECEIVED
,APR ,,1 31993

FEDERAL ca&tUNlCAUCC111SSD4
(fACE(f THE mETARY

This is in reply to your letter of March 2, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76. MHz band. In short, we expect there '.would be no
adverse impact on RIC operatIons because of any proposal contained in the
Notice. ,.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We Will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mob~le radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994 .

Your constituents'
We expect final

Enclosurp.s
cc:· .

.~:~~
c~ Richard J; Shiben

Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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. . ,JOSEPH R. BIDE'''. j;.: DE~WARE. CtiA~N .

'EDWARD M. KENNEDY. "'ASSACHUSETIS ORRIN G. HATCH. UTAH
HOWARD M. METZENBAUM, OHIO STROM THURMONO. SOUTH CAROLINA
DENNIS OECONCINI. ARIZONA ALAN K. SIMPSON. WYOMING
PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA
ttOWELL HEFLIN. ALABAMA ARLEN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA
PAUL SIMON. IlliNOIS HANK BROWN, COLORADO
HERBERT KOHL. WISCONSIN WILLIAM S. COHEN, MAINE
DIANNE FEINSTEIN. CALIFORNIA LARRY PRESSLER. SOUTH DAKOTA
CAROL MOSELEY-BRAUN. ILLINOIS

March 2, 1993

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Chairman
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Quello,

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6275 .

..... . :.. . .'

I have enclosed for your information a sampling of letters I have
received from my constituents about the proposed rule changes
involving the 72-76MHz frequeny range. If you have any further
information about the proposed rule changes, I would appreciate
your passing it along to me.

I appreciate your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

PATRICK J.L~
United States Senator

PJL/jud

Enclosures
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Dea~ senator Leahy;

(Date]
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I am a' hobby retailer who sells many radios, radio-controlled models and rela'ted prodUCL<; in
my store. In addition, I sell train products. plastic model kits and other related hobby products.

It :has recently come to my attention that the, Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) is considedng'anaction,that has the potential to destroy my business and th~t,of .
thousands of other retailers nationwide like me. The proceeding is PR Docket 92·235. If
adopted the new rule will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for RIC
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability.

Our radio-control frequencies arc in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However. our radio-control frequencies in this band are far
enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either
usc interfering with the other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part 90 of the
rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for safe use of RiC aircraft and surface models by keeping
10 Khz spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies used by RIC enthusiasts. The new
Part 88 will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies available to us.
eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72 MHz band (for RIC aircraft) and 10 of
thc 30 frequencies on the 75 MHz band (for RiC cars and boats) now used by hobbyists. In fact,
more channcls will likely be affccted.

When we operate our RIC models, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators
and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety prrcautions involve the carCful
coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin
of safety will be greatly decreased.

I don't think it is wise of the FCC to seek to expand the operation conditions of land mobile
radio users at the expense of the radio-control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radio. but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio
equipment. It is a billion dollar industry that must be saved from these detrimental FCC actions. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue my business without interference by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposal PR Docket 92-235 for the 72-76 MHz band. We need your help urgently
because the FCC has a deadline of February 26, 1993 after which it may become more difficult
to avoid this economic mistake.

Sincerely, Peanuts HOBBY SHOP
P.O.box# 123
MILTON VT. 05468
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Center Road RR1
Montpelier, VT 05602
1 February, 1993

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Senate"Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Leahy,

As a retiree whose main hobby is building radio
controlled model airplanes. I am greatly concerned about
rule changes proposed by the Federal Communications
Commission. PR Docket 92-235. which will seriously effect
the radio channels currently assigned to our hobby, making
many of our radios unusable and causing interference with
others. Radio interference not onlY can cause destruction
'~Jf our model s. bu1~ can be i'l serious hazard to people and
property. some models being as heavy as twenty or thirty
PCJlJnrL~ tt'Clvellin,Q: at, high ~:;peeds"

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my
hobbY by opposing t,hese ch8ng-es in our assigned radio bands.

I am a member of Vermont Modelers who have a flying
field in Ber"lin. not, far frcJm Knapp St,ate Airport. and
another in Orange, and cordially invite you to stop by and
find out what radio controlled model flyin~ is all about.
Things are very quite right now. as you can well imagine,
(my personal rule of thumb is to stay at home until the
temperature reaches at least forty degrees) but on the first
mild snow free Sunday morning we will be out in force at the
Berlin field.

Sincerely,

Samuel Starr
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The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senat?r Le.ahy: "
/'

.~'.' .. :j~.;,

February 10, 1993 ~ ,

q& 3YI/2

I am retired and derive"many hours 'of enjoyment from constructing and
operating radio controlled model airplanes.

T am very concerned about proposed rules that .are currently under
consideration by the Fede~al Communications .commission (FCC). The proceeding is
PR-Docket 92-235. If adopt'ed,' the new rules will greatly reduce tHe usability of.
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents
and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are
primarily used for private land mobile
control frequencies in this band are
frequencies that we have been able
interfering with the other.

in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is
dispatch operations.. However, our radio
far enough apart from the land mobile
to share the band without either use

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them
into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land
mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies
that are presently available for radio control airplanes, only 19 frequencies
will be left if these rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to
assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of
property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination and
use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become
congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and
weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build;
but more to the point, they are capable of causing property damage, serious
injury, or even death if the radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests
where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement
of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers.
The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of radios, but we
have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and
contribut~s to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industry.

~ Please --help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the
FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

RFO::2 f30x J 210
I
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. Wendell &. Johnson
'.. 4 WOOdcrest'Drive

&Olith5urunglOri.. VT .
. 05403

The tlonornble. Patrick Leahy
Uniled ~tales &oole
WashinBlon. D.C.
20510

January '23, 1993

Re: PR Dockel CJl-'235

Dear 8>ir.

jOJJ"l//l" J .
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I have recently been made aware Umt the referenced Nolice ofProposed
Rule MakinB will create asevere safeLy exposurelle&1liabilily and 6nancial burden
on myself and thousands of other Radio Conlrol Airplane enthusiaSlsacross this
countryl

This referenced Rule will allow Mobile Radio services La operate with
thousands of limes erealer power than we are allowed anywhere and anylime they
choose. M we are currently occasional at the mercy of rndios which brinE> our
aircM, some wef}1in8 30 pounds and lrnvelin5 at over 100 mph lo the &'Good
in an uncontrollable crash, it terrifies me as a safely efl8ineer and avid RIC pilol
Lo think of it beinB leeJli and widespreadI

Please keep in mind. RadiO Controlled Modelers made Desert &lorm a
whole lot safer for our troops involved. It was the development lhroue}1 our
aport lhal made rndio conlrolled drones which allowed viSum recon of the enemy
positions available and functional. Each was responsible for savin8 hundreds of
lives. Let's not a1low that record to tum Lo one where RIC Aircraft become
inslruments of injury and possible death lo partiCipants and spectaLors alike.
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, I ·would alsO like yOti t6·be aware that RIC.NrPJOOeS are one of the fastest .:"
&'OwinB activities amofl&Bl YOU08 people in Vermonl as well as across the country.
~ lhal will suddeno/ make this asport with proh1bilive cost considerations
Bfld safety exposures Bfld therefore a lack ofe,eneral accessibility LO the yOlID8
will certainly have a severe adverse effect.

I implore you, please kill lhis Notice of Proposed Rule Makine; Bfld allow
a wonderful sporl lo continue in relative safely and accessibility for all
concerned.. .

Thank you fOr your lime and consideration,

Wendell &. Johnson
&late of Vermont Loss Prevention Coordinator


